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Suspecting it to be a case of placenta prmvia, yet requiring no interference 
at that time, I requested her to remain quiet for a few days, and avoid any 
exertion. 

There was no recurrence of the hemorrhage until September 26th, when 
it came on very profusely, accompanied with some pain. 

On examination per vaginam, the os uteri was dilated to the diameter 
of an inch, and within the neck covering the os completely was the pla¬ 
centa, bleeding freely with every pain; indeed the hemorrhage since morn¬ 
ing had been quite alarming. Having tamponed the vagina I waited 
patiently for an half hour, when the pains being quite severe and very 
frequent the tampou was removed. The dilatation had increased consider¬ 
ably ; again the tampon was introduced and an hour was allowed to pass; 
when the pains being very severe, and occurring more frequently, accom¬ 
panied also with some discharge of blood, in consequence of the plug not 
being accurately applied, it was again removed. The os uteri was found 
to be well dilated, and completely covered by the placenta. 

Having gradually passed my hand between it and the posterior lip of the 
uterus, I detached a portion of it, and discovered the membranes above; 
on rupturing them the hand and foot of a small child presented. The 
mother was quite exhausted by the hemorrhage, and a draught of brandy 
and water was given to her, when I proceeded to deliver her by bringing 
down the feet and body; the arms and head were extracted with some little 
delay. 

The child appeared dead ; but as there was some pulsation in the cord, 
and a portion of the placenta still adhered to the uterus, by rolling it 
gently from side to side (as Marshall Hall suggests to imitate respira¬ 
tion) for a few miuutes, it began to breathe, and very soon manifested its 
vitality by loud cries. 

When it had acquired sufficient strength, and a good degree of warmth, 
I tied the cord and removed the placenta. The womb contracted firmly; 
the after-pains were very slight. The mother made a rapid recovery, and 
her babe is now quite vigorous and large. Its life is probably owing to 
the circumstance that the placenta remained partially attached to the uterus 
until after its delivery, thus keeping up the connection with its parent 
until respiration was established. 

December 2d, 1862. 


Art. XIII. Case of Injury of the Neck. By Redfern Davies, M. D., 
of Birmingham, England, now acting Assistant Surgeon U. S. A. 
(Brought before the Brodic Med. Chirur. So., Frederick City, Md.) 

Leverett Evans, aged 22 years, of small stature, and feeble build, was 
wounded at the battle of Antietam, September I7th, by a bullet entering 



80 Davies, Injury of the Neck. [Jan. 

(his mouth being open) about the middle of the left anterior pillar of the 
fauces and issuing at the back of the neck, two inches from the spinous 
process of the second cervical vertebra on the left side. 

A probe passed freely through the two apertures, grating against bone 
in its course. 

He stated that he had lost much blood, producing faintness for several 
hours after the receipt of the injury. Since, however, having been a patient 
in this Hospital he has done well, and as usual was walking about the 
ward keeping his head as immovable as he could up to the morning of the 
31st of October. 

When while lying down on his bed and without any known cause he¬ 
morrhage of a “bright red colour” occurred to the amount of “about one 
wineglass full;” this bleeding issued from both apertures, and continued but 
for a few minutes, so that when I was in attendance upon him there was 
only some clotted blood to be seen in his mouth and on the back of his neck. 

Another hemorrhage occurred in the course of two days, when “ about a 
teaspoonful” of blood was lost. 

Both apertures as well as discharge from the wound continued very good, 
and his general condition, though feeble, was fair. 

On November 13th, shortly after eating his breakfast, when he appeared 
as usual, his mouth was observed to be drawn towards the right side, facial 
expression on the left side was gone, and on attempting to whistle his 
breath escaped at the left corner of his mouth. In an hour or so he began 
to mutter incoherently and deliriously, and died next day at 6 A. M. 

Post-mortem six hours after death, Nov. 14. 

Examination of parts involved in this injury showed : a sloughing pas¬ 
sage in the bullet track, into which was forced, for a distance of an inch, the 
last molar tooth; the adjacent soft parts were healthy. Upon injecting 
the common carotid and vertebral arteries on both sides, the injection 
passed readily and well in all save in the left common carotid artery where 
its progress was arrested firmly after passing for a distance of about two 
inches ; here its termination was covered in by an organized cul-de-sac, its 
distal termination as also its branches could not be found. 

Ligamentous union and cartilage between the bodies of the first and 
second vertebras were gone, their opposing surfaces being roughened. 

From the foregoing facts, I am induced to believe that the internal caro¬ 
tid artery was laid open by the bullet which inflicted the injury ; from the 
consequent loss of blood which ensued, faintness was induced. That while 
in this condition, a sufficiently strong coagulum was produced to prevent 
any further escape of blood; and that by the process attendant upon the 
prolonged suppuration (45 days) the remainder of the artery was disin¬ 
tegrated and passed away in the discharges. 

The succeeding hemorrhages were caused by minute openings into branches 
of the external carotid artery, which were spontaneously arrested as they 
spontaneously arose. 



